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Problem statement: Urban public spaces, as the main arenas of social and cultural
interaction, play a crucial role in shaping collective identity and representing shared
meanings. Despite their significance, most previous studies have primarily focused
on physical or social aspects, while the cultural meaning-making process has rarely
been explained within an integrated framework. This theoretical gap has left the
cultural dimensions of public space fragmented and insufficiently understood.
Aims: The aim of this study is to develop and explain a conceptual model of the “cul-
tural representation circuit of urban public space,” which systematically captures
and interprets the cultural processes that shape public space.

Methods: This research adopts a qualitative approach based on documentary study
and content analysis. First, reputable academic sources on public space and its cul-
tural aspects were collected and selected using criteria such as authenticity and
thematic relevance. Then, the data were analyzed and coded through qualitative
content analysis to identify the main components and indicators related to Hall’s
cultural circuit.

Findings: The analysis revealed five key components—production, consumption,
identity, signification, and regulation—that together form the cultural representa-
tion circuit. These components interact dynamically; a change in one can reshape
the others. For instance, design decisions during the production phase influence
patterns of consumption and identity formation, while cultural representations can
affect subsequent cycles of spatial production.

Conclusion: The proposed model addresses the existing theoretical gap by provid-
ing an integrated framework for analyzing the cultural meaning-making process in
public spaces. Beyond its theoretical contribution, the model can serve as an analyt-
ical tool for urban planners, designers, and managers in evaluating and designing
public spaces, and it is adaptable for testing across diverse cultural contexts.

Keywords: Public space; Culture; Meaning representation; Cultural circuit; Conceptual
model.
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