Urban Design Discourse. 2026;7(1):15-32.

ISSN: 3116-0212

Investigating the Relationship between Neighborhood
Design Elements, Neighboring and Sense of Community

Tarbiat Moaares  in the Neighborhood: a Conceptual Model
ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Article Type
Original Research

Author
Mahdieh Seifikaran’
Marjan Nematimehr?*

How to cite this article

Seifikaran, Mahdieh and Nema-
timehr, Marjan. Investigating the
Relationship between Neighbor-
hood Design Elements, Neighbor-
ing and Sense of Community in the
Neighborhood: a Conceptual Mod-

el. Urban Design Discourse. 2026;
7(1): 15-32.

doi.org/10.48311/udd.2026.112503.0

! PhD of Urban Design, Department
of Urban & Regional Design
&Planning, Faculty of Architecture &
Urban planning, University of Shahid
Beheshti, Tehran, Iran.

2 Associate Professor, Department of
Urban & Regional Design &Planning,
Faculty of Architecture & Urban
planning, University of Shahid
Beheshti, Tehran, Iran.

* Correspondence

Address: Associate Professor,
Department of Urban & Region-
al Design &Planning, Faculty of
Architecture & Urban planning,
University of Shahid Beheshti,
Tehran, Iran.

Email: m_nematimehr@sbu.ac.ir

Article History

Received: 06 September 2025
Accepted: 07 February 2026
Revised date: 14 April 2026

Aims: The purpose of the research is to explain the direct relationship between
neighborhood design elements and the sense of community and their indirect
relationship through neighboring in the form of a conceptual model and to present
a prioritization of design elements that affect the sense of community.
Methods: This research is descriptive-analytical and quantitative and qualitative
strategies have been used to achieve the research objective. For this purpose, first,
the direct and indirect effects of design elements on the sense of community have
been examined using documentary methods, by searching and analyzing sources.
Then, in order to rank the influential indicators of neighborhood design elements on
the sense of community of urban neighborhood residents, an expert questionnaire
and the Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP) in Expert Choice 11 software have been
used, and finally, the conceptual model of the research has been presented.
Findings: The results of the AHP indicated that among the indicators of
neighborhood design elements, access to cultural-religious services (0.195) has
the greatest impact on the sense of community, and access to commercial services,
mixed use, and access to (and number of)public open spaces are in the next most
important ranks, respectively. According to the conceptual model of the research,
neighborhood design elements, as one of the influential factors at the meso scale,
interact with other factors at the three micro, meso, and macro scales, both directly
and indirectly through neighboring , affect the sense of community.

Conclusion: According to the findings of this study, among the elements of neighborhood
design, the “land use” element in the form of an index of accessibility (especially
access to cultural-religious and commercial uses) can have a catalytic, facilitating and
accelerating effect in creating and nurturing sense of community. In fact, urban design
can be a catalyst, along with other factors, for creating neighboring and deepening this
level of relations for the formation and nurturing of a sense of community.

Keywords: Neighborhood Design Elements; Sense Of Community; Neighboring;
Conceptual Model.
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